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The strength of NCCW and the OACCW is grounded by active parish affiliate
organizations. Whether the parish group is called “Altar Society,” “Christian Mothers,”
or “Council of Catholic Women,” the mission is the same: “to ... empower and educate
all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership, and service.”

Please take a moment to recognize some of the following services provided by the
council in your parish:
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Serve Funeral Dinners

Serve a Variety of Parish Dinners, Potlucks, and Breakfasts

Church Cleaning

Rectory Improvements

Purchase of Altar Cloths, Vestments, Server Cassocks

Host Receptions for First Reconciliation, First Communion, Confirmation
Gifts for Priests and Religious

Contributions to Community Drives

Support of Seminarians

Pro-Life Efforts

Support of Victims of Domestic Violence

Book Collections for Needy Children

Works of Peace and Reconciliation in Partnership with Catholic Relief Services
Water for Life, Madonna Plan, and Help-A-Child Programs

Outreach Efforts to Assist Needy at Home and Abroad

Scholarship Support of Catholic Students

Support of Council at Deanery, Archdiocesan, and National Levels

October has been designated as the month to recognize
the women who serve at all levels of council with their
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You may choose any Sunday in October that is most convenient in your parish to
observe NCCW Sunday. You may plan a special Mass followed by breakfast, luncheon,
or tea. Other suggestions include:

e Prepare a special announcement for the parish bulletin.

o Enlist the cooperation of the coordinators for the various liturgical ministers to
schedule women of your council to serve as lector, gift bearers, Eucharistic
ministers, and ministers of hospitality at the Sunday Masses that day.

o Encourage members to use an identifying emblem. You may wish to wear a
small blue ribbon in honor of Our Lady of Good Council.

e Plan a living Rosary.

o Display NCCW literature, prayer cards to Our Lady of Good Council, Works
of Peace leaflets, and your own special flyers on your council.

Suggested intercessions for Mass in honor of Our Lady of Good Council:

Let us pray to our God who has created us to be people of peace, justice and love.
The response to the prayer of the faithful is: Gracious God, hear us.

1. For the ___Council of Catholic Women, that we may continue to be
grounded in our tradition as we face the challenges of the future, we pray. R.

2. For the Church, that we may recognize the power of women and men working
together in equality, mutuality and justice, we pray. R.

3. For all women that they may recognize the dignity and blessedness of their gift of
life, we pray. R,

4. For oppressed and poor women, that they may find strength, affirmation, and
support in our council and in our Church, we pray. R.

5. For all of us, that we may recognize that together we are the Body of Christ and
that we may see each person as valued, loved & gifted in God’s eyes, we pray. R.

6. For all the deceased and especially for those who have promoted the ministry of
Jesus through the work of the Council of Catholic Women, we pray. R.

Oh God, Who is the giver of all goodness, help us to recognize your face in our
midst as we strive, like our Mother Mary, to be faithful and living servants of
your word. We ask this through Jesus, your son. Amen.

Prayer to Our Lady of Good Council

God of heavenly wisdom, you have given us Mary, Mother of Jesus, to be our guide and
counselor. Grant that we may always seek her motherly help in this life and so enjoy her blessed presence
in the life to come.

O Mother of Good Council, Patroness of the National Council of Catholic Women, intercede for
us, that we may be wise, courageous and loving leaders of the Church. Help us, dear mother, to know the
mind of Jesus, your son. May the Holy Spirit fill us with the reverence for God’s creation and compassion
for all God’s children. May our labors of love on earth enhance the reign of God and may God’s gifts of
faith and living hope prepare us for the fisllness of the world to come. Amen.




